
FBISD Partnerships:
Enriching Students
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Fort Bend ISD’s community part-
nerships enrich the lives of our 
students throughout the District 
through programs that connect 
students to the community, to 
individuals that equip our students 
with lifelong lessons, and those 
who simply give back. 

More than Words 
On select mornings each month, 
the extended day room at Com-
monwealth Elementary is used for 
the “Senior Readers,” a new program 
that school counselor Anne Novak 
implemented this year. 

The program allows seniors 
from the Watercrest Retirement 
Community the opportunity to 
come and read with first and 
second grade students for an hour. 

In just a short time, the program 
has been well received by students, 
staff and parents. 

“It’s been an excellent program,” 
said assistant principal Cindy 
Snyder. “It provides the children a 
one-on-one experience with an 
experienced reader. The kids have 
also enjoyed the time they have 
spent together. It’s also just very 
collaborative in the fact that they’ve 
gotten to know the kids, and that 
the kids have been able to ask them 
questions as well.”

Eleen Onda is one of the Senior 
Readers from Watercrest. She brings 
a small pad and pen each time so 
that she can write down the name 
of each student she meets. Taking 
joy in being able to call them by 
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Dorothy Hutchison from 
the Watercrest Retirement 
Community reads with 
a CWE student.

“It’s remarkable how smart 
these kids are,” Onda said. 
“That’s the fun in it for me. I 
really do enjoy it. The kids are 
great. They’re wonderful.” 

Community Engagement at Fort Bend ISD

Have you seen 
these signs?
When you see a sign 
like this, it means 2014 
Bond Program work 
is underway at your 
neighborhood school or 
facility! You can follow 
the progress by visiting 
www.fortbendisd.com/
2014Bond and viewing 
monthly reports, broken 
down by each campus. 

This spring, construction is reaching 
its peak in Fort Bend ISD’s $484 million 
bond program. Construction of 
three new elementary schools and 
classroom additions at six other 
campuses continues, and renovations 
are also underway at FBISD’s existing 
campuses.

The $484 million 2014 Bond Program 
included funding for a total of four 
new schools, improvements to 
Career and Technical Education and 
technology and safety upgrades... 
promising to touch every school in 
Fort Bend ISD!

Construction and 
renovation work 
is broken into three 
phases, with all 
projects set for 
completion by 
June 2019. 
Here’s how the 
money has been 
spent to date:
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BUSES: 
150 - Number of new 
buses purchased under 2014 
Bond Program

75 diesel buses delivered 

45 special needs buses 
delivered

30 compressed natural 
gas buses ordered 
(to be delivered by May)

Average bus age:

Pre 2014 
Bond ................. 11 years

Post 2014 
Bond .....................6 years

Total 
Bond:
$484.1M
(100%)

Committed
$259.1M
(53.5%)

Cost to
Date: 
$140.6M 
29.0%
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Technology 2014 Bond Program:  
2,741.38 miles (roughly the distance from Sugar Land to 
Salt Lake City and back) of fiber cable has been installed at FBISD 
schools and sites, allowing wireless internet access upgrades at all 
11 high schools and all 14 middle schools. Installation is now beginning 
at the District’s elementary schools, with all wi-fi deployment scheduled 
for completion by summer of 2018. 

•	 45% complete
•	 All campuses have been 	
	 bid, negotiated and are
	 under 	construction. 
•	 30 campuses are in the 		
	 construction phase
•	 2 bid packages are in 		
	 closeout and warranty 		
	 phase
•	 Sullivan Elementary: 
	 Complete
•	 Patterson, Neill and 
	 Leonetti Elementary: 
	 Construction underway

•	 5% complete
•	 All professional services 	
	 contracts executed
•	 All design activities 
	 completed
•	 26 campuses are in 
	 construction phase
•	 4 campuses in 
	 procurement phase

•	 2% complete
•	 3 professional services 
	 contracts executed
•	 4 professional services 
	 contracts are in the process




